Recommended Alternatives When Dishwashing Is Not Practical
1) Environmentally best alternative (no trash generated): ask attendees to bring reusable plates,  cups or water bottles, and utensils and take their items home to wash after use.

2) Other suggested alternatives: biodegradable items, preferably made from recycled, unbleached material. Cheaper per unit when ordered in large quantities.
Recycled paper plates
Chinet Classic White or Casuals (Kings, Acme, Shop-Rite, Costco)
Seventh Generation (Whole Foods, Stop & Shop)
Plates made of sugarcane fiber (“bagasse”), a by-product of sugar production

May be available at Staples or can be ordered on-line at http://www.restockit.com/eco-products-epp005-natural-white-tree-free-compostable-bagasse-paper-plates-10-%28ecoepp005%29.html and from other vendors).
Recycled paper napkins

Marcal, a northern NJ company that uses recyclable paper from local municipalities and recycling facilities to produce very affordable products (King’s, Foodtown, Shop-Rite). Might be cheaper if ordered as a commercial product.

Seventh Generation (Stop & Shop, probably Whole Foods). Contains higher percentage of post-consumer recycled paper than in Marcal napkins.
Recycled paper cups for hot beverages

Solo Eco-Forward Hot Cup (http://www.restockit.com/solo-370rc-eco-forward-hot-cup-10-ounce-%28scc370rc%29.html), others; possibly available at Costco.
Polylactide (PLA) clear cups for cold beverages, utensils
Cups at http://www.amazon.com/Jaya-Corn-Cold-12-Ounce-Cups/dp/B000VS85IK, http://www.treecycle.com/biodegradable.html
PLA utensils at http://www.treecycle.com/biodegradable.html
