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Reaching In . . .
Reaching Out

Fromw the Mindster...

As I shared in my September column, I am thrilled to have
reached the milestone of being your minister for 5 plus
years. I am both humbled and inspired by all we have done
together — everything we have successfully achieved and
the missteps that have brought us to a place of learning
better for the next time.

We have moved through seasons of loss, and shown care
and compassion for one another’s struggles. We have
created vibrant and moving worship services. We have
lived more deeply into our covenant and asked ourselves
what the Seven Principles and the Six Sources require of
us. We have successfully worked to increase the pledge
base to meet the vision of having a full time Administrator
and professional Music Director. We have grown in
numbers since the fall of 2005 in our children, youth and
adult population by about 150 people. We have expanded
our vision of how we can reach out to the wider human
family and are tackling the moral issues of our time,
including efforts to alleviate poverty and advocacy with and
for those whose voice and rights have been denied. We
have begun to write a new chapter of cleaning, maintaining
and improving our facilities. We have completed a five-
year plan to take us to 2015, and more.

While I am taking great delight planning my sabbatical
which begins next month and looking forward to the
renewal it will offer my spirit and my family life, [ am also
finding it hard to imagine not being with you this coming
January, February and March. For those of you who
remember past sabbaticals of MUF’s ministers and religious
educators, you will note that this is shorter than

expected. In consultation with the Board of Trustees, [ have
decided to take a split sabbatical and to take a portion of my
leave this year (2010-2011) and another portion in the next
congregational year (2011 —2012). There are two reasons
for this. First, our newly renamed Sacred Space Task Force
is leading us on a journey of discernment about our options
for the five acres and facilities on 21 Normandy Heights
Road and about other options within a ten mile

radius. Second, Deneise Murad, our Ministries
Administrator, has shared the happy news that she is
pregnant and expecting a baby in the end of April. Given
the importance of our discernment process and in the
interest of being well staffed, I will return in April.

You can find the list of “who to go to for what” while [ am
on sabbatical on our website or in the front office. You can
also contact Gary Kunz who will be serving as the overall
chair for sabbatical coordination, if you have any

questions. We are very fortunate to have our half-time
ministerial intern, Barnaby Feder, our affiliated minister, the
Rev. Allen Wells, and a couple of guest ministers, who will
be ministerial presences in my absence. In addition, we are
very fortunate to have hardworking staff and volunteers
involved with every aspect of congregational life.

In addition to regular office appointments, I am hosting
three Pre-Sabbatical Teas in December to be sure that
members have an opportunity to meet with me before I leave
(See p.3 for details). All are invited join me for some
warmth and cheer and to talk with me about anything that is
on your mind.

In fellowship,

&Zéﬁww
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Alison
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Morristown Unitarian Fellowship

21 Normandy Heights Road
Morristown, New Jersey 07960-4611

President: Lisa Schmitt

Minister: Rev. Alison B. Miller
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Monday—Wednesday: 10am—5pm
Thursday—Friday: 10am—2pm

Sunday: 8am—I1pm

Tel: (973) 540-1177, ext. 201

Fax: (973) 539-8218

E-mail: admin@muuf.org

www.muuf.org

Mission and Covenant Statement

WE, the members of the Morristown Unitarian
Fellowship, mindful of the rich diversity and essential
oneness of human experience, covenant to weave the
fabric of community from the strands of our separate

lives.
This is our pledge:

To create for ourselves and our children a spiritual
home which will nurture, challenge and offer us renewal.

To seek what is true even as we celebrate the mystery
of existence.

To reach out to all who share our liberal religious
values and participate in the broader Unitarian-
Universalist movement.

To work for social justice and the well-being of our
planet Earth.

Deeds Well Done

e Werner Simon for arranging for transportation for
the rally in Washington D.C.

e A.V. Committee, Joe Uhrhane, Gabor Kiss, Venkat

Puranapanda, and Paul Snellgrove, for all the work
they do to put on the Sunday morning service.

- Submitted by
Norman Ng, MUF Secretary

\
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Fenanciald News...

At the close of October, our revenue stream is at
par.

Budget Based on $440,000

Pledged to Date $428,000

($12,000 below budget)

Collected to Date $140,000

(32% of total budget, 33% through the year.)

Thanks to all who have honored your pledges and
taken advantage of the ACH and credit card
payment methods, which have helped us this year
to avert cash flow crises we have experienced in
previous years. If you have been enjoying the
programming at MUF and have not yet pledged, I
invite you to join in being a supporter of the good
works we do within and beyond our congregation.

In fellowship,
Susan Lausell, Treasurer
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President’s Corner

One of my favorite Christmas holiday memories came from a
MUF Social Justice opportunity to send toys and warm weather
outerwear to Native American children on a Midwestern
reservation. My husband, two children and I went to a store, each
person armed with a predetermined amount of money to spend.
Our daughters headed straight for the toy department, carefully
considering whether to spend all of their money on one toy, or to
buy several less expensive ones. My husband Gary - the shopper
in our family - chose scarves, gloves, and hats for long term
durability as well as looks. Even I - the total non-shopper in the
family - excitedly picked out wrapping paper and ribbons whose
patterns I hoped would delight these children. Once everything
was packaged and ready, I took it to work to mail during lunch.
My boss inquired and was so moved by our efforts that he
generously paid for the shipping.

It was both heartwarming and fun to work together as a family
during a very busy time of year to plan and take on this project
totally for someone else's benefit. In essence, this was our family's
Signature Project for the season. Our enthusiasm was even
contagious enough for others (my boss) to want to get involved
too.

Perhaps this is what the 150+ attendees of the fall 2009 IMAGINE
sessions had in mind when they made the suggestions that led to
the Strategic Plan Recommendation of a MUF Signature Social
Justice Project in which all members and friends could participate.
How great will it be to have a project that our MUF family will
work on together? How well it will help us live our vision of
"seeking to transform ourselves and the world beyond us!"

Will others feel inspired to help too like my boss did? Maybe
you picture yourself or family doing what mine did - moving into
action once a need has been identified. Or maybe you would feel
more drawn to a project if you were involved in its choosing and
planning.

Please consider joining the Task Force now being formed to
design a Signature Social Justice Project for the 2011-2012
Fellowship Year. It is hoped that the Task Force will reflect the
rich diversity of our Fellowship - adults, teens, new and long time
members, friends, and people of all backgrounds and experiences.
The goal is to create a project with a variety of activities in which
multiple people can easily participate without having to join a
committee. As Karen Burns, Chair of the Social Justice Council
notes, "The end goal, of course is to alleviate some aspect of
human suffering and to raise up, by good deeds, our collective
MUF voices/hands into meaningful social justice activity." If
you are interested, please contact Karen Burns at
karenburns@casaessex.org or Chris Reynolds at
Reynolds@nac.net. I look forward to making heartwarming
memories here at MUF!

In Fellowship,

Ly

- Lisa Schmitt,
MUTF President

2053 & 30

Pre~-Sabbatical

All are invited to pop in for some warmth and conversation
at one of these upcoming Teas in December hosted by Rev.
Alison. This is a good chance to visit with her before she

heads out on her sabbatical leave beginning January.

Holiday O
House Partly

All Members and Friends of the
Morristown Unitarian Fellowship
who are in their 20s and 30s
are invited at David Snedden’s and
Rev. Alison Miller's home
on Saturday, December 18" from
7:00pm - 11:00pm.

Sunday, December 12"

at David & Alison’s Home on 22 Fairmount Avenue, Morristown.
Time: 2:30 pm — 5:30 pm

Children are welcome at all of the teas, but at this one we’ll have a
special table to make Shrinky Dink ornaments.

Thursday December 16"

@ MUF Library We will be providing some goodies,

Time: I pm —4 pm but please bring festive food or
o beverages to share with others.

Tuesday, December 21 Please RSVP David at

@ MUF Library dsnedden@email.com or Rev.

Time: 5:00 pm — 8:00 pm Alison at amiller@muuf.org and let
us know if you can make it, and

what you'll be bringing.

Questions? Call (973) 540-1177 x 203 or e-mail: admin@muuf.org


mailto:dsnedden@email.com
mailto:amiller@muuf.org
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Chaldice Seekers

It’s three days before Thanksgiving as I write my newsletter article.
Thanksgiving is my favorite holiday for many reasons including the
fact that I love November and I adore the November sky. Last
Saturday, I went to my favorite garden store to find dried corn for our
preschool class. Guess what! There was no corn to be had. There
were plenty of Christmas Decorations. It took me a long time to find
a place that sold dried corn. A nice man at the last store I entered
went outside and found corn that was slotted to be thrown away. He
charged me only $5.00 for a small box full. I thanked him profusely.

I dislike rushing the seasons. I’'m usually sick of the Christmas
magic by the second week of December due to all the advertising,
early decorations and early Christmas sales. In 1991, a book was
published called “Unplug The Christmas Machine” written by Jo
Robinson and Jean Coppock Stacheli. It’s a UU classic. Many
congregations still provide workshops in late November or early
December for their congregants who want to unplug the machine.
This year, I thought I would gather some of my favorite suggestions
about how you and your family can get through the holidays if you
celebrate Christmas.

Following are some things you might ask yourself and think about:

®  What would Christmas be like in your family if there were no
presents at all?

®  What do your children learn about Christmas by watching
television commercials?

®  We expect to be “happy” and “merry” throughout the entire
holiday season. It this realistic? What factors work against our
enjoyment of the season?

® How would your children react to an old-fashioned Holiday?
What does it mean to you as a UU to celebrate the birth of Jesus.

In a fantasy discussion the author had with a group of people, the
following common themes came to light. You might think about

these imaginings and add more to the list.

® A quiet and serene environment, few obligations, simple or
spiritual gifts

® An Xmas tree or other greenery, few modern distractions, work
magically shared by many people

® A relaxed pace to the holiday, candles or a fire in the fireplace,
singing or other music
Simple decorations, a feeling of love and acceptance among people

Next, ask yourself how you can create the kind of Christmas you
want to have. Thirteen years ago, after reading the book, I made a
decision not to send presents to my relatives (happily and mutually
agreed upon). I send or give simple and thoughtful gifts to my son,
daughter and grandson. When I see my family during the year, we
do something special together. I1love a tree in my home and I
decorate it with lots of lights. Because I am in a small place, I
bought a gold glitter tree last year and new gold ornaments. It was
fun to have something new. And I enjoy the Christmas festivities at
MUE. You can also enjoy the season by being part of several events
including the December 5™ Holiday Party at 3:00 pm, the Polar
Express on the 19™ at 9:00 and 11:00 am, Winter Solstice
Celebration on the 19™ at 4:30 pm, and a Fire Communion on
December 26™ at 10:00 am. Don’t forget to shop at our Alternative
Gift Fair on December 3, 4 and 5.

I hope you find your own way to unplug the
machine and gave yourself a merry little
holiday and may all your dreams come true...

Karenw

- Karen Brown,
Director of Religious Education

Sacred Spaces

- Operation Plan

Did you miss the November 14™ presentation on putting our Strategic Plan into Action? The five year Strategic Plan developed from a year
long process engaging over 200 members is now complete and available on our website: www.muuf.org. The key projects for each of the
Plan’s six Priority Areas — and the their timelines listed as Year 1, Year 2, and Years 3-5 — can also be found there.

It is now time to move from Plan to Action. As you may know, some Year 1 initiatives are already underway. Two examples of this are the
reassessment of staffing that brought us our Ministries’ Administrator, Deneise Murad. And the Social Justice Council is currently seeking
people interested in designing MUF’s Signature Social Justice Project. To help us live the full vision of our Plan, the Board of Trustees has
used the Strategic Plan recommendations along with the input submitted by individual committees to create a timeline and a structure of
support to have measurable impactful results. The following is the structure of how we can realize our Vision working together:

e  Priority Area Leaders (PALs) monitor projects, dates, and costs and update Board. These PALs will change as the Priority Areas’ key

projects for a given year change.

e Coaches assist and help in project definition. Karen Dinsmore and Gary Kunz are our Coaches.

e The Board oversees the Plan and receives updates.

e COM views the impact on the health of our ministries, and serves as a process resource, helping with concerns, conflict mediation, and

right relation tools.
e  Our Minister and our staff are intimately involved.
e Every one of us is key to living our Vision!

e Please see the website for a full listing of these exciting projects!

- Submitted by Lisa Schmitt, MUF President


http://www.muuf.org/
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Films / Talks / Videos (Dec. Events)
Sponsored by the Network of Spiritual Progressives (NSP)

To learn about the interfaith NSP chapter we’re forming at MUF, check out www.spiritualprogressives.org or
contact: Teresa Guyton, NSP Contact, at teresguyton(@yahoo.com, Ph: (973) 989-9098 or Jo Sippie-Gora at
seedsofpeacemuf(@optonline.net, Ph: (973) 838-8576.

Thurs., Dec. 2nd, 7:00-8:30, Video/Disc. on Nuclear Disarmament, War & Peace, the Great Interfaith Awakening: features Father
John Dear, activist Jesuit priest, Atty. Jonathan Granoff, President of the Global Security Institute, and Rev. James Forbes, Dir. of
Healing of the Nations Foundation. Also there will be a report from NSP member, Tricia Armstrong, who attended the Coalition for
Peace Actions's 31st Annual Peace Conference in Princeton.

Thurs., Dec. 9th, 7:00-8:30, Video/Disc. on Compassion by the fabulous Benedictine Sister Joan Chittister, co-founder of the NSP &
Tikkun Magazine, one of America's key visionary spiritual voices for over 30 years.

Sun., Dec. 12th, 12:30-1:45 pm, (after 2nd Service), Video/Disc. on Non-Alienated Human Relationships Necessary for Social
Transformation by Peter Gabel, psychotherapist and founder of the Institute for Labor and Mental Health in Oakland, CA, Assoc.
Editor of Tikkun Magazine.

Interfaith or Multifaith Events/Meetings
Fri., Dec. 3rd, beginning at 7:30, Morristown's Temple B'nai Or (TBO) is celebrating The Majic of Hanukkah: the story of Hanukkah
like you have never seen it before! Offered to the Temple and community by the TBO Men's Club, featuring Will Fern, magician

extraordinaire. As the Hanukkah story is told, Mr. Fern will illustrate it with his special brand of magic and illusion. (Family Service:
children friendly)

Mon., Dec. 27th, 7:00 pm, the Multifaith Peace & Justice Alliance will meet at the First Presbyterian Church of Rockaway, to
continue with the action plan to implement ideas and proposals from the Nov. 7th Multifaith Family Dinner & Twinning Event. Goals:
to bring people of different faiths together; to strengthen the relationships between our communities at the personal, congregational and
interfaith levels; and to promote the Twinning of Mosques and Synagogues Program. (The plans include youth and adult activities to
build bridges between faiths)

For more detailed descriptions of the Films contact Teresa Guyton or visit the Bulletin Board in Room 100 of
MUF. For January dates and events check the January Newsletter.
- Submitted by Teresa Guyton

Holiday Happenings @ MUF

Annual “Gifts of Consciefes®”
Fri. Dec. 3", 6:30-9:30pm, Sat. Dec. 4™, 9:30am—4:30pm, Sun. Dec 5% 8:30 am — 1 pm
This year’s gift giving can make a positive difference in the lives of our local and global neighbors.

Sunday, December 5", 3:00pm—6pm, Fellowship Family Winter Holiday Party

Come one! Come all! And join in our holiday cheer. Please bringh 0 r s d ' oodessertsrtossiare.
3:00pm Storytelling, Crafts and Scavenger Hunt
4:00pm Caroling Around the neighborhood
5:00pm Holiday Readers Play: “Festivals of Light”

Sunday, December 19", Multigenerational Worship at 9am & 11am
“The Polar Express” - Holiday Players, Rev. Alison and Karen Brown

Sunday. December 19", 4:30pm, All Ages Winter Solstice Celebration

Friday, December 24", Christmas Eve Candle Light Services
5:00pm — Children & Youth Choirs, Jim Blanton, and Rev. Alison
9:00pm — Adult Choirs and Soloists, Jim Blanton, and Rev. Alison

Sunday, December 26", Worship at 10am
“Fire Communion” - Barnaby Feder, Ministerial Intern
An opportunity to create statements of personal liberation for the New Year

H


http://www.spiritualprogressives.org
mailto:teresguyton@yahoo.com
mailto:seedsofpeacemuf@optonline.net
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Upcoming Evenidy

INSIGHT MEDITATION

SUPPORT GROUP

Wed., Dec.1, Dec. 15, 7:30-9:15pm
Led by Rev. Allen Wells in MUF Meditation Room

A support group for those with an ongoing meditation
practice and brief instruction for beginners. Our
primary focus will be that of Insight Meditation as
taught by The Buddha, though all are welcome. The
evening will consist of both sitting and walking
meditation with an opportunity for the exchange of
experiences. For further information please contact,
Rev. Wells: 973 539-0301 ext 2, or E-mail:
awells@uuma.org.

SHOW MORE DRAMA

Alternate Wednesdays, December 8 & 22, 5-7 pm

Theatre Club for ALL Ages from 7 and up in the
Meeting Room @ MUF. Acting, Singing, Dancing,
Role play, Improvisation, Scenario based workshops,
Script reading, Memorizing Lines, Wardrobe,
Costume, Make-up... possibly putting up a
production !!

Childcare will not be provided. Parent(s)/Guardian(s)
responsible for their children. However, there will be
activities to keep them busy!!

For more information, call Pratik Mamtora on
256-335-4800 or e-mail pratikmamtora@yahoo.co.uk

CORDIAL CONVERSATEWNND CHOW
Fourth Wednesday of Every Month, Dec 22, 10:30am
-Ipm - bring a boxed lunch

Our Cordial Conversations will continue on the 4™
Wednesdays of the month in the Library — go green,
bring your own plates and utensils. Conversational
topics are created from the groups that attend and they
will be as varied as poetry to the latest scientific
research. Our circle of participants decides on the
topics. Coordinator — Gloria Dyer 973-543-7883 or
Gloria.dyer@verizon.net and Karen Brown at 862-432-
0173 or uudrek@gmail.com. We hope you join us in
community.

7"Annual fAGIifts o

MUF Holiday Fair
Bring Your Family, Friends!
Friday, December 3" 6:30pm i 9:30pm
Saturday, December 4" 9:30am-4:30 pm
Sunday, December 5" 8:30am-1:00pm.

Ten Thousand Villages Artisan Gifts & Heifer
International Project and 14 Additional Alternative

Holiday Gift Tables That Express UU Values!

Your gift has “reach” far beyond your recipient (who
will be thrilled!) Items at varied prices, high quality.
Lots of new causes/fair trade artisans.

Volunteers needed!
To help Contact MUF Office (973) 540-1177 x304.

MUF Holiday Giving Tree
Sponsored by Social Justice Comumitiee

MU F

0 Annu a kFTakéa Tagamd gGifiT r ¢ e
Needy Child or Adult Neighbors

See Holiday Tree in MUF Great Hall strung with
“Gift Tags” for Morristown charities’ clients.
Take one (or more) tags and purchase a holiday gift
for someone who won’t get one otherwise.

Return wrapped, w/original tag indicating contents.
Sunday Dec. 19th 12:00pm.

TypesofTags A Gi fts of War mj h
Workers: (men’s sweatshirts, jackets, hats, gloves and
socks) * Toys and Books for Neighborhood House
After-School Program Kids (different ages) * Gift
Cards for Teens In Need (distributed through

Frelinghuysen Middle School and Morristown High
School Guidance Dept)$ 25 Gift Cards; Sources: TJ
Maxx, Kohl’s, Walmart and Bargain Box.


mailto:awells@uuma.org

FUNdraising
COME-MEET-ME

The Fundraising Committee raises operational
funds for our spiritual home and is for you if you:

$ Would like to see MUF continue to flourish as a
religious community that values social equality, the
freedom of individual spiritual beliefs, and the
importance of social responsibility.

$ Would rather not ask people directly for money
(that is left to the hardworking folks on the Finance Committee and
Annual Pledge campaigns)

$ Are social and enjoy planning parties
$ Have tons of experience fundraising
$ Can help generate ideas

$ Have NO experience fundraising and are
interested in gaining some

$ Do not have a lot of time to volunteer but would like
to in a meaningful way (e.g., setting up or cleaning
up for an event)

$ Can spearhead just one event or lend a hand for
several events
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PLEASE CONSIDER JOINING OUR TEAM!
E-mail Avianca Bouchedid, Chair
at abouchedid@colotrag.com
if you have any questions.
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Spectacular, Spectacular!

The Children’s Choir & MUF Choir
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Winiter Solstice
CELEBRATION @ MUF
Sunday, Decemher 19,4:30 pm

As the nights grow longer, help us call back the
sun with family-friendly stories, songs, firelight,
and ritual. Bring a snack to share and a drum or
other percussion instrument, if you have one, and
please wear boots and warm clothes so we can be
outside for part of the service.



http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=1012272688&pid=31596323&id=1156323208
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31596325&id=1156323208
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=1012272688&pid=31596323&id=1156323208
http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?pid=31596325&id=1156323208
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Make MUF v UU-UNO Blue Ribbow

COUNTDOWN to January 23!

This year | have set two goals as UU Envoy. The first is to have MUF become a UWNO Blue Ribbon
Congregation - by January 23! If we make it, MUF will be recognized for its steadfast dedication to
international human rights and be presented with:

1) A blue ribbon at UUA General Assembly or the CUC Annual Conference and Meeting.
2) Formal recognition on the UU -UNO website.
3) A special plaque to be displayed at the Fellowship.
To qualify as a Blue Ribbon Congregation, MUF must:
1) Have an Envoy, Youth Envoy, or Envoy Team(check! that would be me, Shari Loe, your Envoy)
2) Hold an annual UN Sunday service (check! ours will be January 23)
3) Give the UU-UNO an annual budget line or collection plate.
(Check! Special Collection will be January 23)
LAST ONE:

4) Have 15 members or 5% of our congregation be contributing members to the UUUNO.

SO GET US STARTED! JOIN TODAY! UU-UNO membership is $50*
*$40 for ministers and seniors

Go to uu-uno.org and click on the big red "Donate Now" button! Give at least $50, fill out the online
form and put "l want to become a member; | attend Morristown Unitarian Fellowship" in the
Comments. Watch for updates to our progress!

- Submitted by Shari Loe, MUF UU-UNO Envoy
For Questions or More Information: E-mail: shariloe@att.net

TWO NEW PARKING SIGNS

The Beautification and Preservation Committee has
completed the second phase of its exterior sign improvement
project by producing and installing two new “Parking” signs.

The first one, on the brick column next to the front door steps,
replaces the one that rotted out a few years ago and directs
visitors in the entrance driveway to the main parking area. The
second one hangs from a brick column along Normandy
Heights Road by the entrance to the main parking lot and alerts
drivers to that parking area entrance.

Both signs match the “No Parking” signs installed this Spring
and are also made from long-lasting, maintenance-free
microcellular PVC board. The bracket for the hanging sign
matches the style of the Main Gate fence and is powder-coated
aluminum to be attractive and maintenance-free for many
years.

Check them out the next time you’re at the Fellowship!

- Submitted by Steve Rice
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Monday Book BPC gives Thanks

The Monday Book Group will be meeting again this Many thanks to the wonderful MUF
year upstairs in room=205sat7pmmdein.us for our members and friends who helped
enlightened diseussions.” This year our regular with the Fall Cleanup. We couldn't

meetipg'day illbeth , but when have done it all without you! The
xY

fellowship and the Beautification &
Preservation Committee appreciates
your work.

Also, if no-one has entered a thanks
to Dennis and Erin Luken (and
friends) for running the kids'
Halloween II party, please give
them kudos in the "Jobs well done"

/a
v

Janua ayon the first section? They ran a wonderful
Monday= party and all the kids (and their
Siwiec parents) had fun.

Febr n Stockett led by - Submitted by Nan Perigo

Jeanne Cra BPC Communications

Beautification & Preservation

- Nancy Lee McLure Committee

Sociad, Justice Council Update

Other December Outreach Opportunities:
Two (2] Eric Johnson House Monthly Dinners: Wednesdays, December 1& 15th 5:49-
1:19pmM- MUF hosts dinners for this Morristown community of recovering AIDS/HIVfolk. Need
MUF friends & good home cooking. Zella Geltman @ 973-669-1181.

Morristown Community Soup Kitchen - Help is needed for Tuesday December 14th
serving. Need casseroles, soup, chili, hot dogs and beans for 200+ Prepare foods in
advance; Volunteers also needed to serve and shop day before for fresh items. Contact
Michelle Kunz at mbkunz@gmail.com to let her know you are cooking/will help.

Morris Shelter o0Homel edSatirday Dec.lithSid®180pM. Mont hl vy
Help prepare our monthly MUF cheeseburger & birthday cake dinner for homeless shelter
residents. Table talk/friendly assistants needed Contact iudvoneill5@gmail.com

Contact 0 PATHWA'Y S forfy@r swWéaRHldlay clean-up assistance! The
Pathways to Work Network of registered and experienced laborers is ready and able to help you
with your fall labor needs. Contact Rosa Chilquillo at 973-538-1229 ext 43 or at cell: 973-647-

8495 to arrange for your worker(s).

Upcoming Sunday Collections: MUF Supported Charities
December 5th — Select Charities featured at MUF Holiday Fair
December 12th — Local Charities on MUF Giving Tree

Next Social Justice Council Meeting: Thursday, January 13th7:30pm-9:00pm, MUF
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Janine Torsiello
is the winner!

The Congregational
Home Feasibility Task
Force (CHFTF) has
now been renamed
Sacred Space Task
Force (SSTF).

Denominational Affairs

Metro NY Minute -- Upcoming Meetings and Workshops and Action Alerts

In the wake of a rash of suicides by bisexual, gay, lesbian, and transgender (BGLT) teenagers ,
UUA President Peter Morales, in collaboration with UU ministers and faith leaders, are speaking out
against teen bullying. President Morales was a prominent signer of the “Clergy Against Bullying”
statement that calls on churches to end violence and hatred against BGLT teens, and to establish safe
spaces that preach humility, love, and acceptance.

Some upcoming meetings:
Youth Spirituality Development Con : January 7-9, 2011, Fourth Universalist Society, Manhattan. For
more information, contact Sara Neiss.

Long Island Leadership Institute Session 1 : January 22, 2011, UU Fellowship at Stony Brook, Stony
Brook NY. For more information, contact Andrea Lerner.

LREDA District Chapter Retreat : January 30-February 2, 2011, Murray Grove Retreat and Conference
Center, Lanoka Harbor NJ. For more information, contact Merrin Clough.

Youth Social Con: Obi -Wan CONobi : February 4-6, 2011, First Unitarian Society of Plainfield (NJ). For
more information, contact Sara Neiss.

Long Island Leadership Institute Session 2  : February 12, 2011, South Nassau UU Congregation,
Freeport NY. For more information, contact Andrea Lerner.

2011 District Annual Meeting ,May 6-7, 2011, at the Hyatt Morristown.

Go to http://www.uua.org/socialjustice/actioncenter/, UUA Social Action Center, for information on BGLT
Equality, Environmental Justice, Immigration, and Reproductive Justice to find out how to take action on
these issues.

More information on the above can be obtained on the UU Metro NY website: http://uumetrony.org.
From this link you can get news from the district, the social action of the month of the UUA and UU
Service Committee news.

- Submitted by Susan Oxman, Denominational Affairs
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Date Time Event Details

Wed, Dec 1 & 15 7:30pm—9:15pm Insight Meditation Support Group P.6
@ MUF Meditation Room

Various, Dec 2, 9, 12 Check page 5 Film / Talk / Discussions P.5

with Network of Spiritual Progressive (NSP)
Friday, Dec 3—Sunday, Dec 5 Check page 6 7th Annual “Gifts of Conscience” Holiday| P.5&6
Fair

Sunday, Dec 5 3pm—>5pm Fellowship Family Winter Holiday Party P.5
@ MUF

Monday, Dec 6 Tpm Monday Book Group P.9
@ Room 205

Wednesday’s, Dec 8 & 22 Spm—7pm Show More Drama P.6
@ Meeting Room

Sunday, December 12 2:30-5:30 Pre-Sabbatical Tea P.3
@ Rev. Alison’s Home

Thursday, Dec 16 1pm—4pm Pre-Sabbatical Tea P.3
@ MUF Library

Saturday, Dec 18 Tpm—I11pm 20’s & 30’s Holiday Open House P.3
@ Rev. Alison’s Home

Sunday, Dec 19 4:30pm All Ages Winter Solstice Celebration P.7
@ MUF

Tuesday, Dec 21 Spm—~8 pm Pre-Sabbatical Tea P.3
@ MUF Library

Wednesday, Dec 22 10:30am—I1pm Cordial Conversations and Chow P.6
@Dining Room & Library

Friday, Dec 24 Spm and 11pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Services P.5

SERVICE

A

AUCTION SUCCESS

Thanks to ALL who helped make the Service Auction 2010/2011 a huge success. We made $24,000 and this is no

mean feat in these economic times. To all those who offered a dinner/a service/an item — thank you for your time,

talent and treasure. For those who bought these services — thank you — for contributing your $$$ to the Fellowship
budget and for building community with each other. And to those people who helped with the brochure, the collection
of the monies and the hugely fabulous Halloween event an enormous THANK YOU!!

o Beth Hayward and helpers 1 offerings and brochure.
Karen Burns Rutigliano and her decorating team - party.
e Ken Nemeth and his kitchen crew - dinner.
Venkat Parapurapanda and Avianca Bouchedid - live auction.
Toby Tyler - collecting the $3$$.

- Submitted by Beth Hayward
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Dec 5 ARA Reas on-&dervicea@ 2:00 am & 11:00 am

This is the fifth in our worship series on the Six Sources, focused on the 5™ Source: “Humanist teachings
which counsel us to heed the guidance of reason and the results of science, and warn us against idolatries of

the mind and spirit.

Rev. Alison B. Miller

Dec12 1 The Sacr-@G8ervices@ 00 @ndk 11:00 am

This is the sixth in our worship series on the Six Sources, focused on the 6™ Source: “Spiritual teachings of
earth-centered traditions which celebrate the sacred circle of life and instruct us to live in harmony with the

rhythms of nature.”

Rev. Alison B. Miller

Dec 19 AThe Pol a¥2Sévics @ 8:@60amd& 11:00 am

Children, youth and adults are encouraged to join us for this multigenerational service based on the story by

Chris Van Allsburg.

Dec 24 AChri st mas

Rev. Alison, Karen Brown and the Holiday Players

Eve Ca2Sehlices@i5:00pre & 506 pmv i

Celebrate Christmas Eve as we tell the traditional stories, sing carols together, and enjoy performances by the
Fellowship's talented singers and musicians.

5:00pm — led by Children & Youth Choirs, Jim Blanton, and Rev. Alison
9:00pm — led Adult Choirs and Soloists, Jim Blanton, and Rev. Alison

Dec26 fHAFi r e Co mihService@d0500 am

An opportunity to create statements of personal liberation for the New Year.

Barnaby Feder, Ministerial Intern



